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THE MOUNTAIN SKY GUEST RANCH FUND 
SETS GRANTMAKING PRIORITIES FOR 2008


Will focus on trail development, youth programs

Emigrant, MT – (November 2007) — The Mountain Sky Guest Ranch Fund today announced it will focus its 2008 grantmaking in two primary areas:  Developing walking and hiking trails and empowering youth in Park and Gallatin Counties.  
In both areas, the Fund is particularly interested in supporting programs that leverage other community resources, strengthen connections between communities, or bring non-profit organizations together toward a common goal. 

The 2008 priorities build on the Fund’s experience in supporting youth development and quality of life issues since being founded in 2002.  In that time, the Mountain Sky Guest Ranch Fund has awarded more than $1.6 million in grants. 

"The Mountain Sky Guest Ranch Fund is committed to being a partner in promoting positive change in individual lives and in entire communities," said Fund Director Tawnya Rupe.  “We’ve listened to our partners and learned a great deal about grant making over the past five years.  This new focus reflects that learning, and our desire to go deeper in specific areas where there is a great need and where we think we can help make a lasting difference.” 


Elaborating on the 2008 guidelines, Rupe said Mountain Sky Guest Ranch Fund wants to help develop and maintain more walking and hiking trails in Park and Gallatin counties, and ensure access to and usage of existing trails.   The Fund is emphasizing access for youth and families with children, she said.  In the area of youth development, the Fund is especially interested in programs that empower youth through the challenges of physical activity, outdoor adventure and learning the value of giving back to their communities.
To be considered for funding in 2008, completed grant applications must be received by February 15.  Additional details about the Fund’s focus areas and guidelines are available online at www.mtnsky.com/philanthropy.

The Mountain Sky Guest Ranch Fund is an affiliated fund of the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation.  Mr. Blank co-founded The Home Depot, the world’s largest home improvement retailer, in 1978 and retired from the company as co-chairman in 2001. Through his generosity, his family foundation has granted over $220 million to various charitable organizations.  He has owned Mountain Sky Guest Ranch since 2001.
Located in Emigrant, Montana, Mountain Sky Guest Ranch is nestled within more than 8,000 acres of beautiful, rugged countryside alongside Big Creek in Paradise Valley. Known for its rustic elegance, majestic scenery, peaceful atmosphere and outdoor adventure activities, the ranch has served as a working and guest ranch since 1929. It offers authentic Montana adventure and superb guest services to families, couples, singles, groups and corporate teams seeking to “reconnect with the land ….and each other. “

