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THE MOUNTAIN SKY GUEST RANCH FUND 
DONATES $17,518 TO LIVINGSTON FOOD PANTRY
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From left to right:  Tawnya Rupe, Fund Director for Mountain Sky Guest Ranch; Kelli Shafer, Moose 
Horn Gallery Director; Michael McCormick, Livingston Food Pantry Director; Kathy & Sam Terakedis,
Moose Horn Gallery Owners

Emigrant, MT – (November 2009) — Moose Horn Gallery and Mountain Sky Guest Ranch recently presented a check in the amount of $17,518 to The Livingston Food Pantry Director, Michael McCormick. Last year, Moose Horn Gallery and Mountain Sky Guest Ranch decided to create a partnership to raise money for area programs by having a Benefit Art Show. This year's 2nd Annual Benefit Art Show, that was held in August, raised money for 'The BackPack Program'. 

The Livingston Food Pantry and its affiliate, The Gardiner Food Pantry, help support children in Livingston, Gardiner and Shields Valley, with The BackPack Program. This program was started in September of 2008 in area elementary schools to provide nutritious, child friendly foods for children to take home for the weekend. Many of our area children rely on school breakfast and lunch programs as their main source of nutrition and do not receive adequate food on weekends. They return to school on Monday mornings distracted and restless from hunger. On Fridays, The Pantry staff and volunteers deliver bags to the schools, with 8 or 9 different items, always including shelf stable milk, 100% juice drinks and fresh fruit.  These bags are placed discreetly and anonymously in the lockers of participating children. Parents appreciate and are thankful for the support and the response has been positive-children. Teachers also notice an improvement in children’s concentration and attention on Monday mornings. 

However, the need is great. The Backpack Program served over 300 kids each week during the past school year and Livingston Food Pantry Director, Michael McCormick, anticipates an increase in need this year. The cost to provide a bag of food to one child every week, during the school year, is $120. The BackPack program is supported solely by donations. No state of federal funds are received. For more information about The Backpack Program, please contact Michael McCormick at 406-222-5335.

